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In a vote in early December, the Chamber of Deputies approved preliminary steps to allow Mexico
to implement daylight-saving time in 2002, but it failed to pass the legislation to make the time
change official. Legislators overwhelmingly approved a motion passed by the energy committee
(Comision de Energeticos) to divide Mexico into three separate time zones, a step that eases the
implementation of the time change.
Under the plan, Baja California state will comprise the Northwest Zone; Baja California Sur, Sinaloa,
Nayarit, Sonora, Durango, and Chihuahua would be in the Pacific Zone; and all other states would
form the Central Zone.
The Congress has assumed primary responsibility for determining the time change because of a
ruling by Mexico's highest court (Suprema Corte de Justicia de la Nacion, SCJN) in September. In
the ruling, the SCJN determined that the Mexican president has no constitutional right to impose
the time change. The court ruling was based on a complaint from Mexico City's PRD Mayor Andres
Manuel Lopez Obrador, who questioned President Vicente Fox's authority to impose the time
change on Mexico City (see SourceMex, 2001-09-09).
The initiative to designate the three time zones, which was easily approved in the energy committee,
also proposed the use of daylight-saving time from the beginning of April to the end of October.
President Fox shortened the time change to only five months in 2001 to appease critics (see
SourceMex, 2001-05-09).

Center-left PRD continues to oppose time change
The lower house, however, failed to approve the decree to implement daylight-saving time for a
seven-month period in 2002. The vote on the decree was delayed because the center-left Partido de
la Revolucion Democratica (PRD) insisted that the measure be debated further. The PRD and its
chief ally, the Partido del Trabajo (PT), have fiercely opposed the use of daylight-saving time since it
was first implemented in 1996.
But the measure is almost certain to be approved, at least in 2002, because of strong PRI and PAN
support, which together would form a majority to ensure passage. Lopez Obrador told reporters he
continues to oppose the use of daylight-saving time, but said he will comply with any legislation
approved by Congress. Some legislators, meanwhile, are pushing for Congress to pass a law to make
the time-change permanent.
The time change has been implemented since 1996 via an annual presidential decree. "The idea is
to pass a law to institutionalize daylight-saving time and not subject it to an annual decree," said
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PAN Deputy Mauricio Candiani. The Fox administration continues to push daylight-saving time
as a means to save electrical energy, particularly during the high-use summer months. A recent
report published by the Secretaria de Energia (SE) said Mexico saved billions of pesos in the first
five years the policy was in effect (see SourceMex, 2001-09-19). [Sources: Reuters, 11/23/01, 12/13/01;
Novedades, 12/05/01; Notimex, 12/11/01; Reforma, 12/12/01; CNI en Linea, 12/13/01; El Universal,
12/12/01, 12/14/01; Novedades, 12/14/01]
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